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At a July 16 press conference with foreign reporters in Managua, Defense Minister Humberto
Ortega and Sandinista military commander Bayardo Arce said that the next 20 months are likely
to be very "difficult" for the Sandinista revolution. Arce said that in the final phase of the Reagan
administration, US aggression against Nicaragua will escalate as Reagan seeks to fulfill his promise
of destroying the revolution. He added that "we will continue in a state of alert, maintaining and
advancing our defense capabilities throughout the national territory, from the reserves to the
regular army." Next, Arce declared that all contras, including high-level leaders such as Adolfo
Calero, can return to Nicaragua under the government's amnesty program, introduced two
years ago. In response to a reporter's question, Ortega and Arce acknowledged that Nicaragua
is experiencing economic difficulties. Meanwhile, they said, the government will continue the
distribution of basic goods and services in an orderly and balanced manner, while also seeking
all possible means for improvement. In this regard, Arce emphasized recent overtures by the
government to obtain economic aid and oil supplies from socialist bloc, Latin American, and NonAligned nations. He added that Managua has obtained substantial new resources, but that official
statistics and reports on these matters were not yet available. Arce denied that the European
Economic Community (EEC) had cut off aid to Nicaragua, as some news reports would have it. He
explained that some Community member nations, such as Holland and France, had reduced aid
to other Central American nations as well. "The aid cutoff by certain EEC nations," he said, "was
not specific to Nicaragua in an attempt to isolate us internationally." (Basic data from AGENCE
FRANCE PRESSE, 06/16/87)
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